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32 91 13.26 – Mulch 

 

1. Introduction 

A. This Construction & Design standard covers mulch guidelines to be used in conjunction 

with other related sections listed below: 

01 56 39  Temporary Tree & Plant Protection 

32 01 90  Operation and Maintenance of Planting 

32 01 90.23   Pruning 

32 01 90.26   Watering 

32 90 00   Planting  

32 91 00   Planting Preparation 

32 91 13   Soil Preparation 

32 92 19  Seeding 

32 92 23  Sodding 

32 93 00   Plants 

32 93 13   Groundcovers 

32 93 43   Trees 

 

B. Designers should coordinate with Duke University Landscape Services (LS) to 

coordinate selection and execution requirements for Mulch. 

2. Design Standards 

A. Mulch shall be triple shredded hardwood mulch, coarse, ground, from tree and woody 

brush sources. The size range shall be a minimum (less than 25% or less of volume) 

fine particles 3/8 inch or less in size, and a maximum size of individual pieces (largest 

20% or less of volume) shall be approximately 1 to 1-1/2 inch in diameter and maximum 

length approximately 2 to 4". Pieces larger than 8 inch long that are visible on the 

surface of the mulch after installation shall be removed. 

B. It is understood that mulch quality will vary significantly from supplier to supplier and 

region to region. The above requirements may be modified to conform to the source 

material from locally reliable suppliers as approved by the Owner’s Representative. 

C. Mulch used for seeding applications, for seeding standard refer to section 32 92 19. 

1. Straw Mulch: Provide air-dry, clean, mildew and seed-free, threshed straw of wheat 

or oats. Hay or chopped cornstalks are not acceptable. 

2. Fiber Mulch: Biodegradable, cellulose-fiber mulch, nontoxic, free of plant-growth or 

germination inhibitors, with a maximum moisture content of 15 percent and a pH 

range of 4.5 to 6.5. 
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3. Non-asphaltic Tackifier: Colloidal tackifier recommended by fiber-mulch 

manufacturer for slurry application, nontoxic and free of plant growth or germinations 

inhibitors. 

3. Documentation and Review Requirements 

A. Submit supplier’s product specification data sheet and a one gallon sample for approval. 

4. Installation and Performance Requirements 

A. Apply 3 inches of mulch before settlement, covering the entire planting bed area. Install 

no more than 1 inch of mulch over the top of the root balls of all plants. Taper to 2 inches 

when abutting pavement. For planting specification see section 32 90 00 Planting. 

B. For trees planted in lawn areas the mulch shall extend to a 5 foot radius around the tree 

or to the extent indicated on the plans. For tree specifications see section 32 93 43. 

C. Lift all leaves, low hanging stems and other green portions of small plants out of the 

mulch if covered. 

D. There shall be no mulch applied within 2” of the crown of the plant or tree. 


